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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday 5th December 2024 at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Councillors: Sharon Anderson, Julie Buckland, Matt Burleigh, Jane Clark, Andy Hill, Ali 
Morecroft, Margaret Trinder (Chairman) 
In Attendance: District Councillor Joe Graziano and Lisa Lathane (Clerk and RFO)   
  
5.1) (Agenda 1) To receive and accept apologies for absence 

None 
 
5.2) (Agenda 2) Chairman’s Remarks 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded Cllrs to declare any interests. 
 

5.3) (Agenda 3) Declarations of Interest  
None 

  
5.4) (Agenda 4) To adopt minutes of the previous meeting 

 These were adopted and were signed by the Chairman. 
 

5.5) (Agenda 5) To consider matters arising from the previous minutes not on the agenda 
Bunyan’s Dell: The Parish Council approached PFP to ask if Bunyan’s Dell could be roped off 
only in the bluebell season. Their reply is that they prefer it to be roped off throughout the 
year as it provides a good guide to where the footpath is and what is private land. They point 
out that as landowners they are answerable to both Natural England and DEFRA in ensuring 
that the SSSI status of the wood, which includes Bunyan's Dell, is kept in good condition. 
Increased footfall in the last few years has contributed to a deterioration in the vegetation 
and this needs to be allowed time to recover. 

 
5.6) (Agenda 6) Comments from the general public and press (15 mins) 

None. 
 
5.7) (Agenda 7) County and District Update (15 mins) 

 Cllr Graziano addressed the meeting: 
1. FCC which was Urbaser will hand over the waste contract to Veolia next year.  There will 

be a new bin for soft plastics. 
2. Due to the recent flooding there will be sandbags available for those who need them if it 

occurs again. 
3. Fly-tipping is still an issue – residents should always report any that they see. 
4. Bin rationalisation is being carried out by North Herts.  Preston will lose bins due to the 

scheme. 
5. The masterplan for the East of Luton development will be presented to North Herts on 

the 9th December. 
6. If Preston wish to be included in a 20mph speed limit initiative then we are to inform Cllr 

Graziano and Cllr Barnard. 
 
5.8) (Agenda 8) Planning 

7. To consider any new planning applications 
24/01604/FP – Temple Dinsley, (formerly The Princess Helena College). Amended 
Information.  Members AGREED the response to the changes made to the application 
with agreed changes to be finalised by email. 
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8. To note decisions and appeals:  
None. 

9. To consider any other planning matters pertinent to the Parish Council: 
None. 
 

5.9)  (Agenda 9) To review a contribution to the Church grass cutting for 2025-2026 
1. Members AGREED to liaise with the Church Committee informing them of a lower grass 

cutting quote from R J Dawes.   
2. Members AGREED to donate £350 towards grass cutting at the church next year. 

 
Action: The Chair will liaise with the Church regarding the grass cutting. 

 
5.10) Finance 

3. Members noted and authorised the payments and bank reconciliation shown in Annex 1.   
4. Members NOTED the 2024/2025 Budget. 
5. Members considered and AGREED the draft budget for 2025/2026.  
6. Members AGREED to defer the decision for the precept until the January meeting.. 

 
5.11) (Agenda 11) Information Boards 

1. Members AGREED minor changes to the information board design and to go ahead to 
the next stage.  

2. Cllr Clark will liaise with the designers and producers of the boards. 
 
Action: Cllr Clark to take the construction of the Information Boards to the next stage. 
 
5.12) (Agenda 12) Pond Maintenance 

Max Boreham has carried out maintenance of the pond. 
 

5.13) (Agenda 13) Church Meadow 
None. 

 
5.14) (Agenda 14)  Community DriveSafe  

There are 9 volunteers signed up to the scheme, including the 2 lead volunteers. The lead 
volunteers have to be trained before the project can start. They are waiting to receive a 
training date from the Police contact. 

 
5.15) (Agenda 15) Trees 

1. Damaged tree on the Green: members AGREED to monitor the damage to the tree after 
receiving advice from Louis Harrington-Smith. 

2. Trees on the Recreation Ground: Louis Harrington-Smith will have a look at the trees and 
carry out any work necessary. 

 
5.16) (Agenda 16) Village Hall Update 

1. The Village Hall has been decorated, new heating installed and an internet connection 
provided with the password available to hirers. 

2. The pre-school will operate from 9am to 5pm to make it more convenient for working 
parents. 

3. The Village Hall Committee hopes to recruit a new member to be responsible for the 
technology aspects of running the hall. 

4. Cllr Graziano will speak to Active Together asking them to contact the hall with a view to 
holding classes. 
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5.17) (Agenda 17) To review the Remote Attendance and Proxy Voting Consultation and     
agree a council response. 

Members AGREED to respond in favour of Remote Attendance in emergency situations, and 
of proxy voting. The Chair and the clerk will liaise in regards to a response. 

 
5.18) (Agenda 18) Clerk’s Report (information only) 

Our application for a Southern Rural grant for a defibrillator cabinet for the Pavilion has 
reached the second stage.  Cllrs Buckland and Clark will attend the Southern Rural Meeting 
to present our grant request. 
 

5.19) (Agenda 19) Hertfordshire Highways Update 
1. Trees on Back Lane covered in ivy belong to Highways and will be contacted regarding 

making them safe. 
2. The road at Crunnells Green that is sinking and has issues with large potholes has got 

worse.  Cllr Graziano asked that photos be sent to him so that he can push for it to be 
fixed.  The council will continue to report the issue. 

 
5.20) (Agenda 20) Parish Paths Update 

 The posts for No Footway signs have been installed on Chequers Lane. 
 

5.21) (Agenda 21) Pavilion and Recreation Ground 
Cess pit CCTV investigation booked for the 8th January. 

 
5.22) (Agenda 21) Correspondence received 

 None. 
  

5.23) (Agenda 2)  Matters for future consideration  
  

 
The meeting closed at 9.57pm. 
 
Date and Time of next Meeting:  Thursday 16th January 2025 at 8pm in the Village Hall.



Parish of Preston 

December 2024 Preston Parish Council Minutes      Page 25 

ANNEX  1 
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